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AVING alteady treated of the Fable, 
the Charaéters, and Sentiments in the 
Paradife Loft, we arein the laft place to 
‘ confider the Language; and as the learned 
Way World is very much divided upon Milton as to this 
RWI Print, Thope they will excufe me if I appear parti- 
a ti any of my Opinions, and eficline to thofe 
¢ tlie rhoft advantagioufly of the Authot. 

‘bi requifite that the Language of an Heroic 
eit ould be both Petfpicuous and Sublime. In 
Miwwortion as cither of thefe two Qualities are want- 
Hey the Languege is imperfe@. Perfpicuity is the 
4A andyinoft neceflary Qualification; infomuch, 
ie EY natured Reader fometimes overlooks 4 
ie Sip even in the Grammar or Syntax, where it 
poffible for him to miftake the Puet’s Senfe. 
this kind is that Paffage in A4i/ten, wherein he 
s of Satan. so 
i——— God and his Son except, 

ted thing nought valu’d he uor founn'd. 
i that in which he defcribes Adam and Eve. . 
Mam the goodlieft Man of Mer fince born 
His Sons, the faireft of ber Daughters Eve. 


1a hisplain, that in the former of thefe Paffages, ac- 
Moding to the natural Syntax, the Divine Perfons 
mtioned in the firft Line are reprefented as created 
Feng ; and that in the other, Adam and Eve are 
aedefounded with their Sons and Daughters. Such 
Blemifhes as thefe, when the Thought is great 
fi natural, we fhould, with Horace, impute to a 
wionable Inadvertency, or to the Weaknefs of Hu- 
mo Nature, which cannot attend to each minute 
Peticular, and give the laft finifhing to every Cir- 
aattance in fo long a Work. The Ancient Cri- 
Masthetefore, who were acted by a Spirit of Can- 
; Yather than that of Cavilling, invented certain 
of Speech, on purpofe to palliate little Ere 
‘Of this nature in the Writings of thofe Authors, 
eet wohad fo many greater Beauties to attone for them. 
fm ¥Clearnefs and Perfpicuity were only to be con- 
My Shed, the Poet would have nothing elle to do but 
hhis Thoughts in the moft plain and natural 
i ffions. But, fince it often happens, that the 
igtinary Converfation, become too familiar to the 
M, and contrat a kind of Mcannefs by paffing 
Wh the Mouths of the Vulgar, a Poet fhould 
Mt particular care to guard himfelf againft [doma- 
Rmays of fpeaking. Ovidand Lucan have many 
Mmetles of Expreflion upon this account, as ta- 
me with the firit Phrafes that offered, without 
PH themfelves to the trouble of looking after 
M8 would not only have been natural, but alfo 
_- Medandfublime. Ad/ton has but few Failingsin 
m@: te tind, of which, however, you may fee an In- 
7 i erertwo in the following Paflages. 
Mm babric’s and Idiots, Eremites and Fryars 
ial ite, Black and Grey, with altheir Trumpery, 
= RB Pilgrims roam— 
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: tet obvions Phrafes, and thofe which are ufed in - 


—~ Awhile Difcosirfe they bold, 

No fear lett Dinner phar 4 when thus began 
Oxr Author — 

Who of all Ages to fucceed, but feeling 
The Evil on bim brought by me, will curfe 
My Head, ill fare onr Anceftor impare, 
For this we may thank Adam------ 


The gteat Matters in Compofition know very well 
that many aff elegant Phrafe becomes improper for 
aPoet or Orator, when it has been debated by com- 
mon ufe, For this reafon the Works of Ancient 
Authors, which are written in dead. Languages, 
have a great Advantage over thofe which are written: 
in Languages that are now fpoken. Were there 
any mean Phrafes or Idioms in Virgil and Homer, 
they would not flock the Ear of the moft delicate 
Modern Reader, fo much as-they would havedone 


that of an old Greek or Roman, becaule we never - 
_ hear them pronounced ia our Streets, or in ordinary. 


Converfation. 

It is not therefore fufficient, that the Language of 
an Epic Poem be Perfpicuous, unlefs it bealfo Sub- 
lime. Tothisend itought to deviate from thecom= 
mon Forms .and ordinary Phrafes of Speech. The 
Judgment of a Poet very much difcovers it felf in 
fhunning the common Roads of Expreffion, with- 
out falling into fuch ways of Speech as may feem 
{tiff and unnatural; he muft not fwell into a falfe 


Sublime, by endeavouring to avoid the other Ex- . 


tream. Among the Greeks, Efchylas, and fometimes 
Sophocles, were guilty of this Fault; among the La- 
tins, Clandian and Statias;,and among our own Coun- 
trymen, Shakefpear and Lee. In thefe Authors the 
Affe&tation of Greatnefs often hurts the Ferfpicnity 
of the Stile, as in many others the Endeavour after 
Perfpicuity prejudices itsGreatmnefS.  _: 
- Ariftotle has obferved, that the Idiomatick Stite 
may be avoided, and the Sublime. formed, by the 
following Methods. Firft, by the ufe of Meta 
phors; like thofe in A4iltow, ; 


Imparadis’d s* ome anothers Arms, 
——-—— And in his Hand a Reed 
Stood waving tipt with Fire; — 
The graffie Clods wow caly’d,— 


In thefe and feveral otter Inftances, the Metaphors 
are very bold but. beautiful; 1 muft: however ob- 
ferve, that the Meta are not thick fown in Ad/- 
ton, Which always favours too much.of Wi:; that 
they never ciafh with one another, which as Ani- 


Stotle obferves, turns a Sentence into a kind of an- 


Enigma or Riddle ; and that he feldom makes ule of 
_ where the proper and natural Words will doas 
ell. Ns 

Another way of railing the Language, and givi 

it a Poetical Turn, is m make ufe of the ens 
of other Tongues, Virgil is full of the Greek Forms 
of Speech,which the Criticks call Afellewifies,as Horae 
in his ‘Odes abounds with them much morezhan Vir- 

&#. L need nog mention the teveral Dialects which 
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Homer has inde tft of for thisend; Aditten, in coni= tome places darktied the Language of his Poen, 


ay rtd he wees Les speed Poets, — 
with Ariftosle’s Rule has infufed 2 great matty Lazi- 
nifins, as well #8 Gredcifnes, erate Len; 
Poem, as towards the Beginnittg of it. - 
Nor did- they not pereéive the evil plight 
3 — t «Avante or - fierce or not feel; 
— Win tempt with wandring Feet 
The dark yor dows 9 Infinite A 


byf, 


Axa through the palpable Obfcute find out Lis way, - 


His uncouth way, or fpread bis airy Fight 

Upborn with indefatigableWings. 

Over the vatt Abrupt! ——., - : 

Under this Head may be reckoned: the placing the 
Adje@tive afterthe Subftantive, the tranfpofition of 
Words. the turning the Adje@ive into a Subftan- 
tive, with feveral. other Foreign Modes of Speech, 
which this Poet has naturalized to- give his . Verle 
the greater Sound, and throw it out of Profe 

The third Method mentioned by Ariftotle, is that 
which agrees with the Genius of the Greck Lan- 
guage more than with that-of any -other. Tongue, 
and is therefore more ufed by Hamer than by any 
other Poet. I mean the lengthuing of a Phrafe by 
the Addition of Words,which may either be infert- 
ed or omitted, as alfo by the extending or con- 
trating of particulat Words by the Infertion or O- 
miffion of certain Syllables. Ailton has put in 
practice this Method of raifing his Language, as 
tit as the nature of our Tongue will permit, as in 
the Paflage above-mentioned, Eresite, what is Her- 
mit, in common Difcourfe. If yeu obferve the 
Meafure of his Verfe, he has with great Judgment 
{uppreffed a Syllable in feveral Words, and thortned 
thofe of two Syllables into one, by which Method, 
befides the abovementioned Advantage, he has given 
a greater Variety to his Numbers. But. this Pradtice 
is more particularly remarkable: in the Names of 
Perfons and of Countries, as Béelzebub Heffebon, 
and in many other Particulars, wherein he has either 
changed the Name, or made ufe of that which is 
not the moft commonly known, that he might the 
better deviate from the L of the Vulgar. 

The fame Reafon recommended to him feveral 
old Words, which alfo makes:bis Poem appear the 
miore venerable, and givés it agreater Air of Anti- 


Prue likewife take notice, that there are in 
Milton feveral Words of his own Coining, as Cer- 
berean, mifcreated, Hell-doom’d, Embryon Atoms, and 
many others. If the Reader is offended at this Li- 
og our Engh Poet, 1 would recommend him 
toa Difcourfe in P/xtarch, which thews us how fre- 
quently Homer bas made ufe of the. fame Liberty. 

Milton, by theabove-entioned Helps, and by the 
choice of the nobleft Words and Phrafes which.our 
‘Tongue wou'd afford him, has carried our Language 

a greater height than any of the Exg/:/b Poets have 
@i done before or after him, and inade the Subli- 
amity of his Stile equal to that of his Sentiments. 

-.. [have been the more particalar in thefe Obfer- 
vations of Milton’s Stile, becanfe it is that part of 
him in which he appears the moft.fingular. The 
Remarks I have here made upon the Pra@tice of o- 


ther Poets, with my Obfervations out of 4rifterle, | 


will perhaps alleviate the Prejudice which fomehave 
taken to his Poem upon this Account ; tho’ after 
all; I-muft confefs, that 1 think-his Stile, tho’ admi- 
rable in general, isin fore places too much ftiffen- 
ed and obfcured by the frequent ufe of thofe Me- 
thods, which Argfesle-has prefcribed for the raifing 
-of it. 

. This Redundancy of thofe feveral ways.of Speech 
which Arsfosle calls foreige Language, and with 
which Milton has fo very much enriched, and in 


guage of his - 


- 


Men his Profe-Criticks. 






PM 


the more proper for his ufe, becaufe his Pog 
is-wtitten in Blank Verfe. Rhyme, without any a. 
thet Affiftance, thraws the Language off fr ; 
and very often mekes an indifferent Pheafe ga 
anregarded ; but where the Verfe is not built. aby. 
Rhymes,there Pomp of Sound,snd Energy of Expyef. 
oi:, are, indifpenfably neceffary to fupport the Stile, 
and keep it from falling into the Flatnefs of Prog’ 
Thofe. who have not a Tafte for this- Elevation 


of Stile, atd'are aptto- ridicule 4 Poet when he departs 9 ; 


from the common Fotms of Expreffion, would do a 


well to fee how, Ariftogle bas treated an Anci 
Author, called .Exclid; for his infipid Mirth = 


this Océafion: Mr. Drydea ufed to ‘calt this fort of 





I fhould, under this Head of the Language, coy: 
fider:A4t!son’s Numbers, in which he has made ufe 
of feverai Elifions, that are not cuftomary among 
other Engitfh Poets, as may be particularly obfery. 
ed in his cutting off the Litter 7. when ‘it precede. 
a Vowel. This, and fome other 'nnovations jg 





the Meafure of his Verfe, has varied his Numer 





in fach a manner, as makes them iucapable of , 
tiating the Ear and cloying the Reader, warch the 
fame uniform Meafure would certainly ha. dong, 
and which the perpetual Returns of Rhime never. 
fail to do in long Narrative Poems. I thall clofe 
thefe Reflections upon the Language of: Paradje 
Loft, with abfers.ng that Adiltoz has copied afte’ 
Homer, rather than Virgil, in the length of his Pe’: 
riods, the Copioufnefs of his Phrafes, and the rue. 












ning of his Verfes inio one another. 
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The Firft. and Second Volumes of the SPECTATOR: 
in 8v0 are now ready to be delivered to the . 
bers, by}. Tonfon at Shakefpear’s Head over-agan 
Catherine-ftreet iz the Strand. ; 


















ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Ag the particular Defire of feveral Ladies of Qualin, 


By Her Majetty's Company of Comedian, 


T the Theatre Royalin Drury-Lane this. pre 
fet Saturday, the 26th Day of January, will be prelndA 
Pisy cail’d, Philater, Or, Love lies a Bleeding, By bcr Majd@yt 
Command no Perf s are to be admitted behind ine Scenes, 
T the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, this 
prefent Saturday being the 26th Day of January, will be gay 
torm’d an Opera called Rinaldo. The Pat of Arganies co be pe 
form'd by Mr. Bendler, newly Arriv’d: The Part of G: 
S.g nwa Margerita-de L’ Efpime: The Part of Exfticio, bpd 
Bubier. Pic and Boxes to ke puc segether. No Pesfontw be 
without Tickets, which willbe deliver’dout this Day at.the The 
at half a Guinea ecch. Firft Gallery 4s. Upper Gailery 15, 6 
beg'n exaGtly at fix. No Perfon to ftand on the Siage, wa 
' Lately Publithed, ' 
- Avery neat Pocket Edition, Printed with an Eli 
ver Letcer, ef Paradife Loft, a Poem, in twelve Books. Writcenby 
Milton Printed for Jacob Tonfon at Shaks{pear’s H<ad over agti 
thesine Rreet in che Strand 
Ju Publithed, a 

A very neat Pocket Edition of the SPECT& 
TOR iv 2 Volumes, 12m0. Princed for 8. Buckly at the Del 
in Little Britain, and J. Tonfon ac Shakefpear’s Head oper 
Catherine-{}reet in the-serand. 

A Print of the Right Honourable John Lent 
mers Baron cf Evetham, Engrsvel from a Painting bcelpd 
Sic: Godizcy Kueller, by George Vertur. Printed for Jaci 
at Shakefpea's Head over-agaitdt Cazherine- ftrect:in the Scand , 

. Juft Publith’d, + anaes 

The ora of the Duke of Mar h; & 
ring the prefent War, with Original Papers, price 4+. Bit 
‘ker in Pater-Nofler-Row. . Where: may be hed che Court and C - : 
garies, being fome lace Incrigues of buth Sexes, price 6% 

__ This Day is Publithed, iii 

A new Play called The General Cathier'd,. Hat 
bly tnfer'b dco his Highnefs Prince Eugene of Savy, eget 
“the Suge, pr. 15,6 d, Sold by J. Baker in Pacer-Nofter: Row i: 
may be had Honores Anglicani, or Titles of Hocosr de Tit 
Nobility of cue Englith Nation have had, or do.now enjoys & 
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LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain; 14 
Sold by. 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken) 
as sifo by Charfes. Lidlie, Perfumer, at the ‘Corner of Beauford: Luilding " 
the ee _  —_— 







